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In October 2018, the Reina Sofía will open a retrospective exhibition of the work of 
Dierk Schmidt, with the working title Guilt and Debts. The exhibition will take place at 
the Palacio de Velázquez in the Retiro Park, a venue built in the late 19th century and 
originally used for colonial and industrial exhibitions, as well as artistic salons. The 
Palacio is a site that speaks historically to Schmidt’s preoccupation with themes such 
as the de-colonization of history, the restitution and changing status of ethnographic 



 

 

artifacts, and the world’s current refugee crisis.  

Dierk Schmidt’s take on the genre of history painting revolves around the self-reflexivity 
of the painted image through the art historical genealogies that inform it, the material 
realities that it takes as its subject matter, and the institutional conditions that are its 
social context. Working in cycles or combinations, Schmidt bases his paintings and 
painterly installations in research that combines speculative and documentary data. 
Situating his reconstructions of perceptual terrains in a lineage of a materialistic history 
painting – including artists such as Théodore Géricault, Öyvind Fahlström, Richard 
Hamilton, and Allan Sekula – his approach makes for a dialogue with what Verônica 
Tello has called “heterogeneous visual cultures and multiple temporalities.” With their 
point of departure in a comprehensive reflection on the visualization of cultural counter-
memory and its external and internal contradictions and impossibilities, Schmidt’s 
abstractions, exposés and fictionalizations of history address individual and collective 
possibilities for agency. 

Comprising paintings and installations created since the 1990s, the Reina Sofía’s 
exhibition of Dierk Schmidt will be the most extensive presentation of his work to date. 
For the exhibition Schmidt will continue older cycles of paintings, and he will create a 
new cycle related to the theme of provenance and display of artifacts, archaeology and 
the museum, related to the archaeologist Julio Martinez Santa-Olalla and his collection 
from the Spanish Western Sahara expedition in the 1940s. New versions of existing 
works will be included and the Division of the Earth—Tableaux on the Legal Synopses 
of the Berlin Africa Conference series presented at the Documenta 12 (2007) will be 
updated. Schmidt will also carry out painterly interventions in the architecture of the 
Palacio Velazquez; site specific interventions that, if relevant, can be recalibrated to the 
presentation of the exhibition at touring venues. 

An exhibition catalogue will be published for the opening, with newly commissioned 
essays on Schmidt’s work and case studies, alongside interviews with various 
interlocutors to his projects.  
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